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Towards a Comprehens:ve Developmental Response for Persons with Disabilities in Yemen
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Proposed to mainstream disability perspective
into the project portfolio

Investing in the empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (PWDs) in
Yemen — whose numbers exceed 5 million people — is not merely a
human rights commitment, but an economic necessity to reduce
dependence on emergency humanitarian aid and achieve "Shared
Prosperity." This paper proposes three strategic interventions to
mainstream a disability perspective into the World Bank's project
portfolio.

Effective inclusion requires full integration within the general rights
framework, with top priority given to women with disabilities. We also
emphasize the necessity of service decoupling and the allocation of
specialized projects to meet the diverse needs of each disability
category as an inherent right to ensure equal opportunity.
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Yemeni society requiring immediate
developmental response

[J This paper ensures full alignment with the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) and the UN Convention on the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), which underpin the
World Bank's operations.
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PWDs face the highest rates of unemployment and poverty due to
environmental barriers and social stereotypes, limiting access to
decent work and increasing dependency on emergency aid.
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Transforming PWDs from aid consumers to GDP contributors,
.enhancing household resilience against crises

Recommendation | duog:ll

"Jell blao 281" 2y)line 9 dBledl (593 dsuslg (Quotas) duas> Hopass

iSyliall 5> JiS) Lay ddsaitll JlosH1 830 ) iall o s3> Jag=s
&l 02g) AolSUl &sLazdyl

Allocate clear Quotas for PWDs in "Cash for Work" projects and re-
channel a portion of grants to support inclusive entrepreneurship,
ensuring full economic participation rights.
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Directly supports SDG 8 (Decent Work) and aligns with CRPD Article
.27 on Work and Employment
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Most internationally funded educational and health facilities are
constructed without considering engineering needs of PWDs,
reinforcing social isolation and denying access to essential services — a
structural problem costly to retrofit later.
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Ensuring long-term usability of infrastructure for all society
segments for over 20 years, avoiding costly future modifications
.and achieving higher investment return
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Roads, bridges, and public facilities
designed per universal access
standards ensuring free and safe
.mobility for all
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equipment suitable for persons with
.mobility and sensory disabilities

Reconstruction
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Include the "Universal Access Code" as a Pre-condition in all

construction contracts for urban and rural projects funded by the Bank,
regardless of project type or geographic location.
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Fulfills SDG 11 (Sustainable Cities) and implements CRPD Article 9
on Accessibility — a core pillar the World Bank is committed to
.funding
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Strengthening Data-Driven Social Protection Systems
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Support the digital transformation of social protection registries and
activate a "Disability Impact Tracking System" in projects funded
The absence of accurate and disaggregated data hinders effective
planning and equitable service access. Effective social policies cannot
be designed without a reliable, updated database covering all disability

through intermediary institutions (e.g., the Social Fund for Development).

types and geographic distributions.
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targeting efficiency ensuring
the most vulnerable do not fall
.through social safety nets
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As stakeholders and field experts at the National Network for
Advocating the Rights of PWDs, we firmly believe that strategic
partnership with the World Bank is the primary lever for achieving the
2030 SDGs in Yemen. We stand fully ready to provide technical and
consultative support to ensure these interventions align perfectly with
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impact and accountability interventions with Yemeni local reality successful implementation of proposed
and relevant international frameworks interventions
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